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the most signal victory. It is our despair. Let us rouse
the mass of the people ; let us put weapons in their
hands ; let us fight the enemy to the very utmost; and
much rather would I be numbered among those who
fell in the defence of Granada than of those who sur-
vived to capitulate for surrender."
But this time his words were without effect, for
they were addressed to men who felt no more any
hope or any enthusiasm and who reached a state of
despair where heroism was useless and heroes were
nothing, and where the counsels of the old were pre-
ferred. Thus it happened that Boabdil acquiesced to
the counsel of the assembly and decided to surrender ;
he sent Abul Qasim Abdul Malik to the king of
the Christians to negotiate with him the conditions.
Ferdinand V received him cordially and Granada was
trembling to its depth until the minister returned
carrying the last conditions agreed by the king of the
Christians. They were resumed thus : that war should
cease between the two parties for 70 days ; if within
this interval the Muslims received no succour from their
brethren in Africa, Granada is to surrender and ack-
nowledge the sovereignty of the king of the Christians;
that all Christian captives should be released without
ransom ; that the Muslim captives should likewise
be released; that the Muslims should be assured for
the safety of their person, property and honour ; that
they would preserve their own laws and justice ; that
they would enjoy the free exercise of their religious
rites such as prayers, fasting, Azan, etc., that the
mosques should remain sacred, no Christian may enter
a mosque or the house of a Muslim ; that no Christian
or Jew should rule over Muslims ; that Muslims are
free to cross to Africa on board ships furnished by the
king of the Christians within three years ; that no
Muslim should be obliged to become a Christian ; that
the Pope should approve these conditions. It was
lastly agreed that Boabdil should leave Granada to